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POLICY 
 
Definitions 
 
BCPPS – British Columbia Provincial Policing Standards, as amended from time to time. 
 
BP – Bridgeport reporting location for Transit Police in Richmond, BC. 
 
HQ – Headquarters and reporting location for Transit Police in New Westminster, BC. 
 
IMS – Information Management Services of the Transit Police. 
 
Member – Designated Constables (all ranks), Deputy Chief Officers, the Chief Officer 
and Designated Law Enforcement Officers of the Transit Police. 
 
Metro Vancouver Transit Police (“Transit Police”) – The operating name of the South 
Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Police Service (Designated Policing Unit 
and Designated Law Enforcement Unit). 
 
OCC – Operations Communication Centre for the Transit Police. 
 
PSC – Public Service Counter. 
 
Restricted Access Area – A designated area or room(s) within a police facility that limits 
access of Transit Police Personnel and other persons due to factors such as 
sensitive/confidential information, security of evidence, critical infrastructure or systems. 
 
TSML – The TransLink Security Management Limited, a subsidiary of TransLink that is 
the entity for the Transit Police and employs Transit Police Personnel. 
 
Transit Police Personnel – For the application of this policy, includes unionized and 
exempt staff, contractors, students and volunteers of TSML. 
 
General 
 
1. Transit Police will operate from secure police facilities, including HQ and BP, with 

restricted entry access and designated restricted access areas within such facilities. 
 
2. Transit Police Personnel and the Police Board for the Transit Police will adhere to 

Transit Police facility security requirements, including preventing unauthorized 
access to Transit Police facilities and restricted areas. 

 
3. Transit Police will permit access to its police facilities for non-Transit Police 

Personnel, subject to procedures within this policy. 
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a. Members authorized to use a Transit Police issued Carbine or ARWEN; 
b. Sergeant Training; 
c. Use of Force Training Officers; and 
d. Inspector Administrative Support. 

 
39. The Transit Police Armourer Room (if established) will be a secure, restricted 

access area and the access door will be kept closed and locked at all times, unless 
otherwise permitted by policy. Access to the Armourer Room will be by  
and it may only accessed by persons authorized by the Deputy Chief Officer 
Administrative Services.  
 

(1) Unless otherwise determined by the Deputy Chief Officer Administrative 
Services or designate, authorized persons will be  

 and the Transit Police 
Sergeant Training. 

 
General Investigation Unit (“GIU”) and Crime Suppression Team (“CST”) 
 
40. The GIU/CST Room is designated as a secure, restricted access area and the 

access door to the GIU/CST Room will be kept closed and locked at all times, 
unless otherwise permitted by policy. Only Transit Police Personnel authorized to 
enter the GIU/CST Room will be provided with keys or access cards. 

 
(1) Unless otherwise determined by the Deputy Chief Officer Operations or 

designate, authorized Transit Police Personnel includes: 
a. GIU and CST personnel; 
b. Watch Commanders; 
c. Staff Sergeant Investigation; and 
d. Inspector Investigation. 

 
(2) The door to GIU/CST workspace may be left open when occupied by Transit 

Police Personnel authorized in s. 40(1).  
 

Criminal Intelligence Unit (“CIU”) 
 
41. The CIU Room is designated as a secure, restricted access area and the access 

door to the CIU Room will be kept closed and locked at all times, unless otherwise 
permitted by policy. Only Transit Police Personnel authorized to enter the CIU Room 
will be provided with keys or access cards. 

 
(1) Unless otherwise determined by the Deputy Chief Officer Operations or 

designate, authorized Transit Police Personnel includes: 
a. CIU personnel; 
b. Watch Commanders; 
c. Staff Sergeant Investigation; and 
d. Inspector Investigation. 

 
(2) The door to CIU workspace may be left open when occupied by Transit Police 

Personnel authorized in s. 41(1).  
 

Section 15 FOIPPA - Disclosure h    

Section 15 FOIPPA - Disclosure harmful to law enforcem
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Fire Protection and Inspections 
 
53. The Manager Facilities & Asset Management is responsible for the fire protection 

and inspection program of the Transit Police, including fire evacuation plans and 
assignment of fire marshals. 

 
54. Transit Police facilities have a fire alarm and monitoring system, sprinklers and fire 

extinguishers. Fire equipment and alarms will be regularly inspected in accordance 
with fire regulations and the requirements established by the Fire Rescue Services. 

 
(1) At HQ, if a fire alarm is pulled, a security feature is activated that delays  

 the opening of fire doors and use of an access control card. 
This security feature is in place in the event of an escape of a detained 
person. 
 

55. The Manager Facilities & Asset Management will act as liaison with the applicable 
building owner. 
 

56. The Manager Facilities & Asset Management will conduct a fire alarm inspection at 
HQ and BP at least once a year and have equipment serviced at least twice per 
year.  

 
57. When at police facilities, Transit Police Personnel will participate in fire drill 

exercises as scheduled by the Property owner in coordination with the Manager 
Facilities & Asset Management.  

 
58. Any Transit Police Personnel who detects a fire will: 
 

(1) Activate the nearest fire alarm; 
 

(2) Advise the OCC, who will immediately contact Fire Rescue Services by radio 
and, if required, Emergency Health Services,  

a. Emergency first aid kits are available in various locations at HQ, BP, hub 
offices and sub-offices, as well as in police vehicles;  

 
(3) Contact the Watch Commander who will: 

a. Ensure that all persons in the police facilities are notified and evacuated, 
if necessary, and 

b. Contact the Manager Facilities & Asset Management, as appropriate. 
 
PART “I” – Records and Audit 
 
59. Records of access cards and key issuance authorizations, and authorized access 

use of restricted areas, will be securely retained  
 

60. The Manager Facilities & Asset Management (or other such person identified by the 
Deputy Chief Officer Administrative Services) will perform an annual audit of exterior 
access control as well as to internal restricted access areas.  

 

Section 1        

Section 15 FOIPPA - Disclosure harmful to law enf

Section 15 FO PPA - Disclosure harmful to law enforcement
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(1) Access control audits may also be conducted by section Managers for their
specific restricted areas (i.e., Records Room or Exhibit Room).

61. Other audits of physical security and access control measures may be performed as
directed by the Chief Officer or Deputy Chief Officer Administrative Services.

References: 
The Treasury Board and RCMP guide to security zones: 

https://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/esc-src/msc-csm/xb-eng.html 
https://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/physec-secmat/pubs/g1-026-eng.htm 




