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To: South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Police Service Designated Policing 
Unit Board (Police Board) 

From: Chief Officer Suzanne Muir 
South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Police Service Designated Policing 
Unit (Transit Police) 

Date: October 23, 2023 

Subject: Amendments to Transit Police Policy Chapters OD120 – Search and OD130 – Seizure 
[Board Report No. 2023-61] 

Recommendation: 

A. THAT the South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Police Board approves
amendments to Transit Police policy chapters OD120 – Search and OD130 – Seizure; and

B. THAT the South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Police Board requests the
Transit Police to post the amended policy chapters to the Transit Police website, once the
policies are vetted pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

PURPOSE 
To amend Transit Police policy chapter OD120 – Search in order to incorporate recent 
amendments to the Criminal Code, to comply with BC Provincial Policing Standard 6.1.1 – 
Promoting Unbiased Policing, and to reflect updated best practices, as well as the deployment of 
Community Safety Officers (“CSOs”). 

To amend Transit Police policy chapter OD130 – Seizure in order to comply with BC Provincial 
Policing Standard 6.1.1 – Promoting Unbiased Policing, to enable repeal of Transit Police policy 
chapter OD300 – Seizure of Camera Equipment and/or Images at Crime Scenes, and to reflect 
updated best practices, as well as the deployment of Community Safety Officers (“CSOs”). 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 

General  
Pursuant to s. 4.2(2)(c)(v) of the Police Act, the Police Board has a duty to make rules consistent 
with the Police Act, the regulations and the director’s standards with respect to:  
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• The standards, guidelines and policies for the administration of the designated policing 

unit;  
• The prevention of neglect and abuse by the designated constables; and  
• The efficient discharge of duties and functions by the designated policing unit and the 

designated constables.  

The Police Board requires the Chief Officer to submit any new policy and policy section 
amendments to the Police Board, via the Governance Committee, for review and approval. 

Public Access to Policies  
Where possible, Transit Police will submit new/amended policy submissions to the public agenda. 
However, in some cases, the Transit Police may submit a new/amended policy In Camera to the 
Police Board to allow for: fulsome review/discussion of all policy content, including provisions 
that may be considered confidential and withheld pursuant to the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPPA); and sharing of legal advice or other confidential labour 
relations/financial/law enforcement information related to the policy amendment. For In Camera 
submitted policies, once the new/amended policy is approved by the Police Board, it is then 
vetted and any necessary information redacted in accordance with FOIPPA provisions, following 
which it is posted (as soon as is practicable) to the Transit Police website for ongoing electronic 
access by the public. Further, the policy approval will be referenced in the next public agenda of 
the Police Board.  

Background and Review 
Transit Police policy chapter OD120 – Search  began review review in January 2023, led by Policy 
and Planning Advisor - Emmett Choi. Since then, a number of Transit Police staff were involved 
in development, review, and/or consultation. The list of those involved is attached as “Appendix 
A”. 
 
Transit Police policy chapter OD130 – Seizure  began review review in August 2022, initially led 
by former Policy and Planning Advisor – Deanna Manojlovic and  replaced by Policy and Planning 
Advisor – Emmett Choi. Since then, a number of Transit Police staff were involved in 
development, review, and/or consultation. The list of those involved is attached as “Appendix 
C”. 
 
For both policy chapters OD120 and OD130, there were proposed policy sections and procedures  
updates. (The Chief Officer has already signed off on the changes to the procedures.) The key 
changes to the policy sections of policy chapter OD120 are summarized below and the new policy 
is attached as “Appendix B”. 

 
(1) A number of definitions were added or amended, including: 

a. “Dwelling-house”; 
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b.  “Member”; and 
c. “Metro Vancouver Transit Police (Transit Police)”. 

 
(2) Two sections were added under the “General and Authority” heading, reinforcing the 

principle that Members shall make best efforts to conduct searches in full compliance 
with applicable laws, policies, and procedures, both for the purpose of respecting 
individuals’ rights as well as for maintaining the admissibility of any evidence seized in 
a resulting prosecution. 
 

(3) The section “Owner Present” was deleted. Previously, it said that “searches will, 
wherever possible, be conducted in the presence of the owner, lessee of the property, 
agenty of the owner or lessee or a person whom the Member is satisfied has the 
authority to represent the owner or lessee.” A survey of best practices revealed that 
having the owner or lessee of a property present during a search often presents officer 
safety issues. 

 
(4) The section “Damage” was moved from Policy to Procedures under “Part F: Executing 

Search Warrant” where there already existed another section guiding Members on 
what to do if property has been damaged during a warrant execution. 
 

The key changes to the policy sections of policy chapter OD130 are summarized below, and the 
new policy is attached as “Appendix D”. 
 

(1) A number of definitions were added or amended, including: 
a. “Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms”; 
b. “Court Liaison Unit”; 
c. “Criminal Code”; 
d. “Form 5.2 Report to a Justice”; 
e. “Found Property”; 
f. “Found Property as Evidence”; 
g. “Items obtained by consent”; 
h. “Member”;  
i. “Metro Vancouver Transit Police (Transit Police)”; 
j. “Relinquished Property”; 
k. “Regulated Item”; 
l. “Safekeeping Property”; 
m. “Seized Property”; 
n. “Seizure”; and 
o. “Transit Police Personnel”. 
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(2) Two sections were added under the “General” heading, elucidating the Charter rights 

against unreasonable search and seizure as well as the federal and provincial statutes 
governing detention, disposal, forfeiture, and return of seized property. 
 

(3) A section was added under the “General” heading stating that Special Provincial 
Constables (i.e. Exhibit Custodian and Court Liaison Unit) and Designated Law 
Enforcement Officers (“CSOs”) may assist in the care, custody, and control of seized items 
and evidence, as permitted within their respective legislative authority. 

 
Policy Approval  
The Police Board’s review and approval of the policy sections only of policy OD120 – Search and 
policy OD130 – Seizure  are requested. The proposed edits for these policy sections were 
reviewed and endorsed by the Executive in October 2023. Note: Under Chief’s authority, the Chief 
Officer has already approved the procedural sections within this policy chapter (text is grayed 
out). 
 
_____________________________________ 
Chief Officer Suzanne Muir 
 
 
 Author:  Emmett Choi, Policy and Planning Advisor 

 
Submitting Senior Management Team Member:  Stephen Crosby, Senior Manager 
Strategic Services  
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TRANSIT POLICE 
 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES MANUAL AMENDMENT  
– REVIEW SUMMARY 
  

 

POLICY CHAPTER: OD120 – Search  DATE: November 21, 
2023 

Prior to submission of Policy Manual amendment to the Police Board, the following persons reviewed or 
were consulted on the new or amended Policy Chapter  

Endorsed by: Supported 
  

1. Chief Officer Yes 

2. Deputy Chief Officer Operations  Yes 

3. Deputy Chief Officer Administrative Services Yes 

Others Consulted: (as applicable to the policy content/Executive direction) 
 

• Inspector Patrol Section 
• Inspector Administrative Support Section 
• Senior Legal Counsel 
• Senior Manager Risk and Analytics 
• Staff Sergeant Investigation Support Section 
• Sergeant General Investigation Unit x 2 
• Corporal Community Engagement Team (Appendix only) 
• Constable Community Engagement Team x 3 (Appendix only) 
• Senior Policy and Planning Advisor 
• Policy and Planning Advisor (Review Lead) 
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TRANSIT POLICE 
 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES MANUAL AMENDMENT  
– REVIEW SUMMARY 
  

 

 

POLICY CHAPTER: OD130 – Seizure  DATE: November 21, 
2023 

Prior to submission of Policy Manual amendment to the Police Board, the following persons reviewed or 
were consulted on the new or amended Policy Chapter  

Endorsed by: Supported 
  

1. Chief Officer Yes 

2. Deputy Chief Officer Operations  Yes 

3. Deputy Chief Officer Administrative Services Yes 

Others Consulted: (as applicable to the policy content/Executive direction) 
 

• Inspector Patrol Section 
• Inspector Administrative Support Section 
• Senior Legal Counsel 
• Senior Manager Risk, Analytics and Emergency Preparedness 
• Manager Information Management Services 
• Supervisor Information Management Services 
• Court Liaison Officer Information Management Services 
• Sergeant General Investigation Unit 
• Senior Policy and Planning Advisor 
• Policy and Planning Advisor (Review Lead) 
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REPORT TO A JUSTICE – When it is required, what forms to use, and 
timeline 

S. 15(1)(c) FOIPPA
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S. 15(1)(c) FOIPPA
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S. 15(1)(c) FOIPPA
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S. 15(1)(c) FOIPPA
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S. 15(1)(c) FOIPPA
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S. 15(1)(c) FOIPPA
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S. 15(1)(c) FOIPPA
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S. 15(1)(c) FOIPPA
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OTHER INFORMATION 

S. 15(1)(c) FOIPPA

S. 15(1)(c) FOIPPA
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S. 15(1)(c) FOIPPA
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