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TRANSIT POLICE GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK 

Ministry of Public Safety & Solicitor General 
[Police Act] 

South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Police Service (“SCBCTAPS”) 
Designated Policing Unit Board and Designated Law Enforcement Unit Board  

(“Board”) 

 Powers, duties and functions per S. 4.2/DPU  and 18.2/DLEU of Police Act 
 Appointed by Minister (up to 9 Members, with 1 TransLink nominee); two technical boards but same members 
 Oversight of DPU & DLEU fulfilment of mandates 
 Determines DPU/DLEU priorities, goals and objectives in consultation with Minister, and reports on same
 Appoints Chief Officer and Deputy Chief Officers for DPU/DLEU, and all sworn police officers/DPU and

enforcement officers/DLEU, subject to Minister approval 
 Makes rules regarding standards, guidelines and policies for administration of police service, prevention of 

neglect and abuse by sworn officers, and efficient discharge of duties of officers and police service 
 Discipline Authority for complaints re Chief Officer and Deputy Chief Officers
 Appointed as employer for application of Part 11 – Complaint matters 
 Responsible for “service and policy complaints” 
 Develops budget and monitors financial status, in consultation with TSML

South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Police Service 
Designated Policing Unit (“DPU”) & Designated Law Enforcement Unit (“DLEU”) 

 Powers, duties, functions under S. 4.1 and 4.2/DPU, and 18.1 and 18.2/DLEU of Police Act (created
upon application from TSML) 

 Ministry establishes DPU/DLEU mandate, geographic jurisdiction, standards and powers; 
DPU/DLEU under general command of Chief Officer 

 Other applicable legislation: SCBCTAPS Operations Regulation, Designated Policing and Law
Enforcement Complaints Regulation, Information Management Systems (Digital Evidence 
Management System) Regulation, Assistance to Shelter Regulation, BC Controlled Drugs and 
Substances (Law Enforcement) Regulation, BC Offence Act, Provincial Violation Ticket 
Administration and Fine Regulation, BC Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 
Criminal Code of Canada and related Regulations 

 DPU mandate to preserve and maintain the public peace, prevent crime and offences against the 
law, aid in the administration of justice and enforce the laws of British Columbia. This mandate is 
primarily directed towards any criminal activity or breach of public peace that could affect the safety 
and security of transit passengers, transit staff or transit property; and includes conducting 
investigations and enforcement operations with respect to any unlawful activity on and around transit 
vehicles and other transit property Note: Will act a first responder in emergencies 

 Transit Police Officers and Enforcement Officer/CSOs specific roles set out in the applications
 Enforces Transit Conduct and Safety Regulation, and Fare Collection Regulation under SCBCTA Act 
 Transit Police has operational MOU with Jurisdictional Police regarding incident response roles and

authorities 

SCBCTAPS - Chief Officer 

Office of 
Police Complaint 

Commissioner 
 Created by Police Act 
 Oversight of complaint 

process and investigation 
of police and enforcement 
officer misconduct; 
service/policy complaints 

 Reporting of death, 
serious harm and 
reportable injury 

Independent 
Investigations Office 

 Created by Police Act 
 Investigation of police & 

enforcement officers 
critical incidents – person
suffers serious harm, 
injuries, death 

TransLink  

Board of Directors 

Mayor’s Council on 

Regional Transportation 

TransLink Security Management Limited (“TSML”) 

Board of Directors 

 TransLink wholly owned subsidiary
 Legal entity for SCBCTAPS DPU and DLEU 
 Employer of SCBCTAPS personnel (sworn members and

civilian professionals) 
 Funds SCBCTAPS via TransLink approval; manages budget 

disbursement (develops budget in consultation with SCBCTAPS
Board) 

 MOU between TSML,  SCBCTAPS Board, SCBCTAPS and
TransLink on roles and collaboration 

TransLink CEO 

Minister of Environment & Climate Change Strategy 
[South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Act] 


