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POLICY 
 
Sexual offences are serious incidents that may have a lasting impact on victims and their 
families. The main objectives of the primary investigator when dealing with a sexual 
assault are to ensure the victim’s safety, address the victim’s physical and emotional 
needs, preserve evidence and investigate the incident to the extent possible. 
 
Definitions 

BOLF – Be on the lookout for. 

Charter – Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Constitution Act, 1982, c. 11(U.K.), 
Schedule B. 

Criminal Code – Criminal Code of Canada [RSC 1985, c. C-46]. 

Chief Officer – The Transit Police Chief Officer or delegate. 

CRU – Crime Reduction Unit 

JPD – Jurisdictional Police Department. 

JPD - FIS – Jurisdictional Police Department’s Forensic Identification Section. 

MCFD – British Columbia Ministry of Children and Family Development. 

Member – Designated Constable, the Chief Officer or a Deputy Chief Officer of the 
Transit Police. 

MO – ‘Modus Operandi’; a distinct method of operation especially that indicated or 
suggests the work of a single criminal in more than one crime. 

OCC – Operations Communication Center of the Transit Police. 

Police Act – The BC Police Act [RSBC 1996], c. 367, and the regulations thereto, 
including the South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Complaints and  
Operations Regulation, all as amended from time to time 

Sexual Offence – In accordance with the Criminal Code, occurs when a person commits 
an act of a sexual nature that violates and interferes with the sexual integrity of another 
person. [Note: For the Transit Police environment, the most common offences Members 
encounter are sexual assault, groping, frotteurism, indecent act, and voyeurism.] 
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Transit Police – The South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Police 
Service. 

Authority 

1. Sexual offence investigations will be consistent with the requirements of the Police 
Act, Criminal Code, Charter, relevant case law, and protocols with Jurisdictional 
Police Departments (JPDs).  

General 

2. Sexual assault and other sexual offences are serious incidents that can have a 
lasting negative impact on the victim and their families. The Metro Vancouver transit 
system is expansive and crosses many jurisdictions, and sex offenders have been 
identified as using the transit system to seek victims, offend and travel far distances 
after an offence.  
 

3. Members will respond with sensitivity and respect in investigating allegations of 
sexual assault and will be accommodating to vulnerable persons involved in sexual 
offence cases who may be victims, witnesses or suspects (refer to Transit Police 
policy OD160 – Vulnerable Persons). 
 

4. Members responding to and investigating allegations of sexual offences will conduct 
complete and thorough investigations (from initial response, victim and public safety, 
apprehending of the suspect, through to providing a complete report to Crown) and 
be mindful that within all interactions, safety is paramount for public interest.  

 
5. The Supervisor responsible for overseeing a sexual offence incident will consult with 

the JPD on file responsibility and to request any needed assistance with forensic 
identification, evidence and DNA collection, investigative expertise, and exhibit 
management as required supporting an evidence-based investigation.  

 
6. The Transit Police will provide specialized training to selected Members in the 

investigation of sexual offences, and identify Members with sexual offence training 
and experience to be a resource to all Members.  

 
7. The Transit Police Crime Reduction Unit (CRU) is to be notified1 of all Transit 

Police sexual offence files. CRU will review the file in support of consistent 
oversight and guidance to patrol sexual offence investigations. In exigent 
circumstances and when CRU is unable to provide guidance or investigative 
support, the Supervisor will seek the assistance of a trained/experienced Member or 
a JPD specialized resource /unit.  

 
8. When Transit Police are the primary investigator of a sexual offence, the 

investigator holds responsibility for notifying the victim upon bail release of the 
accused. Crown and the Corrections Service have responsibility for notification of 
the victim post-sentence; however, as part of victim service support and follow-up, 

                                            
1 The CRU Sergeant is to be notified immediately when: (a) there is a suspect in custody; (b) 
incident involves children, youth, or other vulnerable person; or (c) multiple linked offences. 
Otherwise notification will usually occur through the PRIME process. 
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Third Party Reporting 

39. In British Columbia, there is a Third Party Reporting (TPR) process to provide an
alternative means by which an adult victim of a sexual offence/assault can report an
incident to police while remaining anonymous. A TPR is processed through a
community-based Victim Assistance agency. In the event of a TPR, Members will
follow policy and procedures as outlined in Transit Police policy chapter OB210 –
Third Party Reporting - Sexual Offences.

Key References 
Bail Reform Act, S.C. 1970-71-72, c. 37 
BC Child, Family and Community Service Act [RSBC 1996], c. 46 
BC Infants Act [RSBC 1996], c. 223 
BC Police Act [RSBC 1996], c. 367 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Constitution Act, 1982, c. 11(U.K.), Sch. B 
Criminal Code of Canada [RSC 1985, c. C-46] 
R. v. Oickle, 2000 SCC 38 
R. v. Singh, 2007 SCC 48 

APPENDIX “A” FOLLOWS ON NEXT PAGE 

Please be aware that some information has been 
withheld under s. 15(1) of the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.




